Office of STEM Education Partnerships
Northwestern University
Annenberg Hall
2120 Campus Drive
Evanston, Illinois, 60208

Dear Parent or Guardian,
Your child will soon be participating in an enrichment program called FUSE. FUSE is a new
kind of learning experience being developed by researchers at Northwestern University with the
goal of engaging students in science, technology, engineering, arts/design, and mathematics
(STEAM) topics while fostering the development of important 21st century skills including
adaptive problem solving, creativity, self-directed learning, persistence, and grit. Because FUSE
is part of a research and development project, there are several permission forms we are required
to collect and we would like to take this opportunity to explain each of them to you.
In FUSE, students are invited to solve challenges involving 3D printing, robots, mobile app
development, digital music, electronics, and more. Instructions, hints, and other resources related
to these challenges are provided on our website (www.fusestudio.net). Students also use this
website to record their accomplishments in completing challenges. The FUSE website is
password-protected and your child’s teacher or school authorizes all student accounts.
In order to access the FUSE website students are asked for personal information (e.g. name,
birthday) to create their own account. The Child Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA)
requires that we obtain your permission to collect personal information from any child under 13.
The FUSE website also collects information about the challenges that your child completes while
engaged in the FUSE program. The attached FUSE COPPA form details what information is
collected and how it is used. If you do not want us to collect any information from your child,
s/he will be able to use the FUSE website through an anonymous guest account. This account
will not track your child’s progress in completing challenges. Please fill out the attached FUSE
COPPA Form and return it your child’s teacher as soon as possible.
We would also like your permission to use photos and/or videos of your child and their work to
promote the FUSE program. Attached is a photo permission form for you to fill out and
return, or you may fill it out online at http://tinyurl.com/FUSEphoto. Your child will be able to
participate in FUSE even if you do not give us permission to use your child’s image or work.
We hope your child enjoys participating in the FUSE program. If you have any questions or
would like more information about this project, please email info@fusestudio.net or call the
Project Director, Maggie Waldron, at (847) 491-8288.
Sincerely,
The FUSE research and development team at Northwestern University

interest-driven STEAM exploration

FUSE allows young people to explore hands-on, interest-driven
challenges inspired by real-world STEAM & design practices.
“I had a group of girls who really took to this
program. They had no previous experience
and loved coming in. I think the jewelry
design challenge is what got them to buy into
this program. They now see engineering as
something that incorporates the arts and they
love wearing their designs to school.”
Schaumburg School District 54 Facilitator

“FUSE is where you can learn about science
and technology in a fun creative way that
usually isn’t found in the classroom.”
FUSE High School Youth

“FUSE makes you a better thinker and it lets
you use your imagination in any way you
want.”
FUSE High School Youth

a “BLOCKBUSTER HIT” across the district
School Administrator

❱ 21 CHALLENGES ❱ 30 STUDIOS ❱ 3,000 YOUTH

fusestudio.net

interest-driven STEAM exploration

FUSE promotes
design thinking, creativity, & persistence
through engaging STEAM challenges.

JEWELRY DESIGN

In FUSE, youth choose from a wide array of challenges that appeal
to their existing interests in music, design, and pop culture. Youth
work at their own pace to complete the FUSE challenges, leveling
up through increasingly complex projects and producing unique
artifacts along the way. FUSE Facilitators, who are usually teachers
or librarians from our partner organizations, act as problem solving
coaches and mentors in each studio.

BENEFITS TO YOUTH
❱ Cultivate creative problem solving & persistence
❱ Encourage leadership and peer mentoring
❱ Exposure to hands-on technology & iterative design process

BENEFITS TO SCHOOLS
RINGTONES

❱ Foster student interest through authentic STEAM learning
❱ Boost engagement through youth-driven learning
❱ Reach historically underrepresented youth in STEAM
❱ Offer your FUSE Studio during or after the school day
FUSE program design is supported by research collected from youth
activity in studios. Analysis of our user data allows us to identify
and support the interests of girls and minorities who are typically
underrepresented in STEAM fields.

CONTACT FUSE: info@fusestudio.net
SOLAR ROLLER

fusestudio.net

FUSE is designed by researchers and educators at Northwestern University. FUSE is
generously supported by grants from the MacArthur Foundation, Hive Chicago and from the
National Science Foundation under NSF grants DRL-1348800 and DRL-1433724. Any opinions,
findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.
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!
Child Online Privacy Protection (COPPA)
Parent Authorization Form
We need your permission for your child to create an account on the FUSE website. The
FUSE website (fusestudio.net) collects personal information during account creation.
This personal information includes first and last name, gender, ethnicity, birthday, FUSE
studio location, and could include parent contact information. The FUSE website also
keeps track of each member’s individual progress on FUSE challenges. The FUSE
website is password protected and is only accessible to registered members who have
been authorized by a FUSE facilitator (teacher or librarian).
This data is collected and used in accordance with our Privacy Policy, which you can
access at www.fusestudio.net/privacy
Please fill out the following section with your permission (yes or no), your child’s name
and FUSE location, and your name and signature. To allow your child to create an
account on the FUSEstudio.net website, please check the ‘Yes’ box. If you do not want
your child to create an account, please check the ‘No’ box. If you select ‘No’ your child
may still be able to participate in the FUSE program by using a guest account. The guest
account does not track progress on challenges and collects no personal information.

Yes

No

[] []

My child has my permission to create a personal account on the FUSE
website. I understand that this website will collect personal information
about my child.

Child’s Name: ___________________________________________________________
Child’s FUSE location (School/Library): ______________________________________
Parent or Guardian Printed Name: ___________________________________________
Parent or Guardian Signature: _________________________________Date: _________

Photo/Video and Classroom Materials Release Form
Date
I hereby grant Northwestern University (“NU” or the “University”) permission to use my child’s likeness and
voice in one or more photograph(s), video recordings, and audio recordings (collectively, “Recordings”) in any
and all of its publications and in any and all other media, whether now known or hereafter existing, controlled or
authorized by Northwestern University, in perpetuity, and for other use by the University.
I agree that NU will own any and all rights in the resulting Recordings. I understand that these Recordings may
be edited and used in other informational and promotional video, television, print, internet, or other applications
in any and all other media, whether now known or hereafter existing, related to NU activities, including
commercial use by third parties with NU’s permission.
I will make no monetary or other claim against Northwestern University for the use of any of the Recordings.
Parent/Guardian name (print full name)
Signature
Relationship to child
Address
City, State, Zip code
Telephone
Student’s name
School

____________________

Requested by

School of Education and Social Policy, Northwestern University

